


















Tobacco tax was among several taxes levied by the Japanese occupiers to fund the war effort. 
These stamps which were printed in sheets of 50 on poor quality un-gummed paper would be 
attached to tobacco wrapping. The three values were probably for different weights. 

The floral design is thought to be a stylised Japanese plum blossom, and the Kanji characters 
translate as Department of the Imperial Japan Military Administration. 

With the period of the Japanese occupation marked by extreme poverty and acute shortages 
of goods, many sought solace in nicotine, particularly amongst the POWs and civilian 
internees. Records from the Batu Lintang camp showed a high amount of nicotine addiction 
where the inmates were put to work in mines, quarries, and construction.  In return the 
prisoners were 'generously' renumerated and, according to (censored) cards sent from the 
camp, they enthusiastically embraced Commandant Suga's work ethic. That was no work, 
no food, no fags, and no doubt aided by camp guards ever eager to provide encouragement. 

 

Showa Stamps Used in Kuching 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Japanese Occupation Tobacco Stamps 
 

                        

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Official Government Envelope used in 1944 
Internal mail within Kuching 

Japanese Chop 






