INWARD CENSORED MAIL

No 3 JESSELTON

17 October 1941
A letter from SEREMBAN in Negri Sembilan
Malaya To Jesselton at the Imperial Rate of
8cents censored on arrival and stamped with

found on incoming mail..

MALAYA PATRIOTIC FUND

il ity s s il

The letter was censored and marked Passed for

Transmission North Borneo 28 being the number used

in Lahad Datu a very small coastal town and
consequently very scarce.

the No 3 triangular censor mark in Black, only

30" January 1941

Letter from Lahad Datu to London over franked by 2cents

- the rate was 8 cents — with an additional label of 1cent

for the Malayan PatrioticFund. The use of this label in
North Borneo has not been recorded before.
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WAR TAX
The North Borneo Herald announced that with effect from 24" February 1941:

All postal packets will require to bear an additional stamp having the words “WAR TAX" overprinted thereon. A one cent
overprinted stamp will be required to be placed on every post-card, letter, newspaper Parcel or other postal packet

8" December 1941

A letter addressed within the state bears 3c postage for Printed paper with the additional 1c War Tax stamp. Used at
Jesselton with double circle postmark

Local Covers from this period are exceedingly scarce. This is one of only two or three known to exist.

. ‘;I
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A piece cut from the top of a Chinese
Consignee’s [Red Band] letter showing 4c
letter rate for postage and the additional 1

cent WAR TAX stamp.

A black hair line joins the T to the A in TAX.
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WAR TAX

17" June 1941
Rare use of the 1c War Tax stamp used for local mail.

Local letter from KUDAT to BEAUFORT at 4c¢ rate with 1c Tax containing a letter from a
Father sadly begging for money from his Son.

“My dear son Xong Hua, |

Since we knew that you was transferred to Baofe (BEAUFORT?),
we have not got a letter from you for a few months. | do not know
whether your family is ok or not. Now, all the family members here
are well and safe under the protection of God. Please do not worry.
Nowadays, because of the current events(situation) pressure and
drought, there are few coconut and we have not picked any coconut
for a half year now. This led to the shortage of the money and no
fund to repair the poor house, which is unsightly. Your mum is
getting weaker and weaker. | do hope that as soon as you get the
letter, you can send us some of your remaining money for our
emergency use at home. | am looking forward to it. | have no
other matters. Wishing all, old and young, well and safe!

Your dad

17th June"

Translation courtesy of Jack Zhang FRPSL
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JAPANESE OCCUPATION

Covers from various parts of Japanese administered Borneo using North Borneo overprinted stamps

Envelope from Sandakan 17" April 1943 to Lahad Datu bearing 5¢c made up on 5 x 1c September 1942 overprinted 1c
stamps of the 1939 issue with the single line rubber stamp in Black. Censored as usual

1945 Envelope from Kuching [Sarawak] to Sibu with OHHS crossed out but probably on government service franked 8
cents using 6 cents and 2 cents North Borneo 1939 issue stamps overprinted by machine in three lines reading Imperial
Japanese Postal Service North Borneo. Censored FUKUNAKA at Kuching.

Ex J S Cheah



JAPANESE OCCUPATION

North Borneo stock stamps were overprinted with a hand stamp and used for some months before a three line printed overprint appeared in 1944

SANDAKAN o/p s
violet KUDAT 17.11.11 or 11 Nov JESSELTON overprints in black

1942 o/p black in the middle

Addressed to: Lim Chung, Wing Sing Co. TAWAU

B 5L
2 ey

X IH
B &2f Ry

Rubber post mark
The Censor mark and
Sandakan 8" June 1943 = Seal of the Government

Borneo - Office
8t June 1943 a cover from Sandakan to Tawau franked at Sc rate using the On f’eav';drsa:an

1c and 4¢ stamps of 1939 overprinted with the straight line handstamp of
Sandakan in black cancelled by light strikes of Sandakan type JD2 [Proud]
dated 18 6 8.

WAR TAX stamp remainders were also overprinted with the single line handstamp and were used for ordinary mail
These stamps are very scarce in used condition.

5 —

2¢ Used Sandakan 1;3?3;"3;'2;3“ 2¢ Used Jesselton
BPA Cert 83282 BPA Cert 83281




JAPANESE OCCUPATION

17.8.12
17th August 1942

Cover from Sandakan to Jesselton franked at
the 5c correct rate with 4c and 1c WAR TAX
1939-41 stamps overprinted Dai Nippon
Teikoku Seifu overprints in black Typed |
Sandakan overprints.

Japanese censor hand stamp with red initials
of Sandakan Censor.

Use of the 1¢ WAR TAX overprinted stamp is
very scarce and on cover is known only on
fewer than 5 covers.

Ceremuga Certificate No 15003 6th April 2019 . ’
Reverse 70% - showing pencilled addressee and

Government marked envelope in black box.



Japanese Occupation of British Borneo

1942 (1* October) Single Line Overprint on stamps of Brunei, North Borneo and Sarawak
Pre-war stamps overprinted individually by hand in Kanji script reading:- Dai Nippon Teikoku
Seifu (Imperial Japanese Government).

i ik R |
BB AR H K
Fu SET L) TET nou Ml DAL
a) On stamps of Sarawak .
The stamps were only in use for four or five months therefore are scarce, particularly used copies

which are highly catalogued, not surprisingly forgeries abound.

Complete set on piece cancelled by a Japanese Kuching postmark dated 18.3.1 (1 Mar 1943)
These are forgeries produced in 1946 by Quan Tin Kuo a Kuching Post Office Clerk,
presumably using the reissued pre-war stamps available from April 1946,

cARAW,

Japanese Occupation of British Borneo

A) On stamps of North Borneo; overprinted at Jesselton

Jesselton I (from October 21™ 1942): Without break in the ‘Ni’ character.

Overprinted in violet (blue-black on 8c) on all values of the 1939 set. Believed that 20 sheets (2,000 sets)
of the lower values (up to 25¢) were overprinted in all, but most of the 4c stamps were overprinted with
Jesselton I1. These values were available at the post office but only 200 copies of the four higher values
were overprinted and these were only available from the treasury.




JAPANESE OCCUPATION

Stamps from all former British protected territories were overprinted and used anywhere in the Northern
Borneo area created by the Japanese military command.

c. 1944

This cover is franked with
2 x 4c BRUNEI stamps
overprinted with the
single straight-line
Japanese overprint. Used
from TENOM to AP| and
further passed by the
Japanese Censor.

The name Api was the

old and colloquial name

for Jesselton which the
Japanese adopted.

14.6. 18 : 14th June 1943 a cover, marked On Government Service from the
previous administration, to the Treasury [Zaimuka Cho] and addressed to
Jesselton was post marked Api. 8 yen was the local letter rate.




JAPANESE OCCUPATION

Philatelic mail is common from this period because local collectors recognised the interest in occupation mail. However commercial mail
is scarce as much was destroyed for fear of accusations of collaboration.
18.3.12 the Japanese regnal date for 18th March 1943

Te,

N Ramon. Nabe,

The Treasnry,

Jesselten.

. -
Y o : - ¥ » .
! - ea Al TR

A letter from SANDAKAN to the Treasury in Jesselton.Prepaid with North Borneo stamps
hand overprinted with the single line mark in black. 1c and 4c making a total franking of 5
cents which was the correct rate for one ounce letters inland.

19.6.2605 = 19th June 1945

Censor mark and seal of
Fukunaka at Kuching G.P.O.

The Australian Forces landed on
Labuan Island on 10th June
1945. Kuching was retaken on
11th September.

THE LAST PIECE OF
COMMERCIAL

CORRESPONDANCE SR e e IO
RECORDED BEFORE THE 3‘;@’}:{5‘_ a‘-jﬁ%;' ;‘:_ :;‘f‘# e
JAPANESE SURRENDER. | - Fr e &8 27 v gy

Ex Hubbard

................................

4c Malayan Postcard valid for use in Northern Borneo franked with 4cent three line overprinted
stamp of the 1939 North Borneo issue. Reading Imperial Japanese Postal Service North Bomeo.
Paying the 8cents rate from Kuching to Sibu between offices of the Tawau Industry Co Ltd..



Showa Stamps Used in Kuching

Old Official Government Envelope used in 1944
Internal mail within Kuching
Japanese Chop

Japanese Occupation Tobacco Stamps

Tobacco tax was among several taxes levied by the Japanese occupiers to fund the war effort.
These stamps which were printed in sheets of 50 on poor quality un-gummed paper would be
attached to tobacco wrapping. The three values were probably for different weights.

The floral design is thought to be a stylised Japanese plum blossom, and the Kanji characters
translate as Department of the Imperial Japan Military Administration.

With the period of the Japanese occupation marked by extreme poverty and acute shortages
of goods, many sought solace in nicotine, particularly amongst the POWs and civilian
internees. Records from the Batu Lintang camp showed a high amount of nicotine addiction
where the inmates were put to work in mines, quarries, and construction. In return the
prisoners were 'generously' renumerated and, according to (censored) cards sent from the
camp, they enthusiastically embraced Commandant Suga's work ethic. That was no work,
no food, no fags, and no doubt aided by camp guards ever eager to provide encouragement.
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Register Ho. se.
3 ¢ .. . _Gertiticete of Adoption

-

(Neme of Child) (Jawi or Chinese)

: .1.-8 to certify that CHONG AH PAH 5{ ¥ Y )
etk T O Jawi 2! Ghinese)
na yeurs, dsughter of (1) CHONG KAY ) -(decesased)
(Nationality) ani or Chineee)
;_' } - SRR and (2) Bow JIN (fif # )
/o
NE o HI PR R of 2nd Mile Rock Road, Kuching,

A ; (Jawi or Chinese)
_-m th:le day been adopted by (3) ..........

53 2 % (Netionality) “Jawi or Chinese)
. .d»p..p R R T LG T T T TR . I.And (L‘.) IJI KIO' ( ? 1 )
(,i_taﬁonalzty} '

—__ AN ' 'm'j cﬁtmsl'; LA B S S A Of 25 Milt}‘ i‘xOCk Rﬂﬁdgxuchm,

K in accordance with the provisions of Order No.i-9 (Adoption) 1941,
and thst the sdopting perent agrees to maintain through infsacy
end provide fo: the future welfire of the said CHONG AH FAH

(KBt )
In Witness Whereof the seid (1) sevevse.cn RSN Al
(2) mw‘:u"hfb. IIIIIIII .'.‘l'...l.(B)‘...' llllllllll ..nl.and
(4) LI KIOW ...... hsave he:cunto signed their names st Kuching,
L T f’ af NowJin

Jarawak, this 1l4th duy of chichi-getsu 2602. ; }{
Signeture of (1) signeture of (2,
Signature of (3) Signeture of (4)

o ( Vil s 'y(.{; Kepw
5igna ture of witn}ﬁsaj/ﬂ e _

e

Iig.rict Officer

N.B. (1) Nutursl fether or guardigdh (m) >
2; Notural mother or gnardisn \f£) * :
%) Adopting fether 4
(4) Adopting mother : o

B
@

Where & Malsy or Chinese neme is written in Bnglish, the
correct Jawi or Ghinese characters ‘should be added in the space
indicated.

-

Japanese Administration in Sarawak

The Sarawak Government Public Works Department was taken over by the
Japanese administration fairly soon after the surrender. Much of the
documentation that had been used by the Sarawak Government remained in use
with only minor changes.

The water bill had the date changed to Japanese year Juichi gatsu 2602 (30™
November 1942). The red boxed chop is “Sarawak Government Public Works
Dept.” in Japanese.

STATEMENT or ACCOUNT P.W.D. 27

SARAWAK GOVERNMENT PUBLIC WoRKS DEPT.

Tos: Date 0% Juw ichi gaten, 2533
Ghop Chong; Kin, ing
3%, Carp enﬁﬁr St R For requlations concerning
payment see back of this bull
BILL NO. 25’9/" i - EEAE
. ‘ &% Tais g b byl
To Water Supplied During Month $ cts,
By_ Metér..................-...._........._....-......./5000 Gallons @ 45 cts. . 7’20

By Centract .. oo S 28 d 80 T,

Minmimum Charge

Metet ReRt .. .o .........ciermsnanncisby

ATTEATS .. o avses




JAPANESE OCCUPATION

Stamps from all former British protected territories were overprinted and used anywhere in the Northern
Borneo area created by the Japanese military command.

c. 1944

This cover is franked with
2 x 4c BRUNEI stamps
overprinted with the
single straight-line
Japanese overprint. Used
from TENOM to AP| and
further passed by the
Japanese Censor.

The name Api was the

old and colloquial name

for Jesselton which the
Japanese adopted.

14.6. 18 : 14th June 1943 a cover, marked On Government Service from the
previous administration, to the Treasury [Zaimuka Cho] and addressed to
Jesselton was post marked Api. 8 yen was the local letter rate.




