BRUNEI: FPO 033

The FPO 033 datestamp was attached to one of the battalions in 20 Brigade Which landed in Brunei on the
10™ June 1945, and had subsequent use in Sarawak extending until February 1946. The examples below are
dated the 12™ August 1945 addressed to Balgowlah, in New South Wales. Postage paid 4d instead of the 3d
military air mail rate. The second cover is dated the 5™ September 1945 to Mrs Richardson at Berrima
District Hospital, Bowral in New South Wales from her husband. Both covers have the rectangular
Australian Military Forces Passed by Censor 347 applied.

BRUNEI: FPO 033

This FPO was in use from 10" June 1945 and the first example below is dated the 29™ July addressed to
Sydney. Censored with the rectangular Australian Imperial Forces Passed by Censor 737 cachet applied.
The second cover was written on the 7™ August 1945y SX26907 Cpl. Bayne R.J., 2/118 Bde. W/S addressed
to Toowoomba in Queensland. Postage is paid with 1d Australian stamp and the violet rectangular
Australian Military Forces Passed by Censor 543 has been applied to the front.
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Sarawak Japanese POW Mail
Air Drop Leaflet

Air Drop Leaflet, addressed to the Japanese Soldiers
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SAFE CONDUCT
Right Hand Side: Script in English in red. Repeated above in black
Left Hand Half-

ANNOUNCEMENT TO JAPANESE SOLDIERS

When you come near to Military Forces, put your hands above your head and show this
paper or something white. Please shout “I surrender”, then you do not have (to do)
anything bad, (they) will take you away comfortably.
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End of the War
August 194%
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End of the War
August 1945

Sarawak Japanese POW Mail
Air Drop Leaflet to the Local Population

RAYUAN INI DARIPACA SETIA OSAHA
JAJAHAN BRITISH:-

Dengan suka—chita dan kews jiban yang pertama dari saya —sebagai
Setia Osaha Jajahan— terhadap sekalian hamba ra'ayat yvang dibawah na'—
ungan dan himayat Duli Yang Maha Mulia, yangmana telah dibebaskan dari
genggaman Jepun, saya kirimkan rayuan 1n1 untok merayakan Hari Kemena—
ngar Akhir di atas musoh kita.

Se jak GERMAN menyerah diri lebih kurang tiga bulan kemudian. Klt~ se
kalian ketahui bahsanya penyerahan Jepun hanya menunggu masanya dan mas-
pendarita'an kamu akan sampai kahadnya, tetapi sedisitpun kita tidek sang
ka, iaitu Kemenangan Akhir dapat diperolih bagiltu lekas.

Marilah kita bersama? menadah tangan dan melafadzkan shukur kepeda
Tuhan kerna kemenangan itu telah mehadkan masa kedzaliman dan pencheru-
bohan dan marilah kita chergas bekchP dengan segala tenaga untok mendiri-
kan kema'muran bersama2 adanya. 3 .
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Reverse

THIS APPEAL IS FROM THE DISTRICT OFFICER OF THE BRITISH DISTRICT

With gladness as my first duty - loyal subjects of the Asian dependencies - concerning all our people who
are under the protection and rule of this Great and Exalted Majesty, who are already at liberty from the
clutches of the Japanese. I send this greeting to celebrate Victory Day over our enemies

Since the Germans themselves surrendered about three months ago, we all know that the Japanese
surrender has been looked forward to all sides, and it will come: we believe that a favourable ending will
quickly be attained.

Come! Together we pray and give thanks to the Lord that the time is coming. Come! We must work
actively with all our energy to establish the former splendour.

(August 1945)



PEACE

An airdropped leaflet indicating that the Japanese have lost the war and that any bearer of this notice should be treated with respect and taken

to the nearest Officer. YOU WILL GET A GOOD REWARD

i

NASIHAT YANG

Si-Jepun di-daerah ini sekarang sudah kalah.

Di-b’lakang surat ini adah-lah surat buat soldado Jepun
yang suka menyarah diri.

Jika sa-orang Jepun kassi surat yang tersebut kapada

kamu, maksoodnja dia suka menyarah diri kapada
pasookan2 kita.

Bawa jelan dia dengan salamat kapada tentara Kkita.

KAMU AKAN DAPAT HADIAH YANG BAIK
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The bearer has ceased resistance. Treat him well in accordance with
international law. Take him to the nearest commanding officer.
Matives carrying this message are authorised to do so.

C-in-C. Alltied Forces
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AUSTRALIAN MILITARY POSTAL SERVICES

Australian Army troops landed on Labuan and other points on the West coast on 10" June 1945 and rapidly established communications using their
Field Post Offices and Base Offices. The Royal Australian Air Force set up a base on Labuan Island.

Australian stamps were used and rates were as in Australia at the time,

This cover from Field Post Office 035 was
registered and posted on 23™ September
1945 at Beaufort where the FPO was
stationed from 11% August until 6
November attached to 24th Brigade.

The Registered Cachet in purple ink
F.P.O. 35 - No. 3878

It is back stamped No 6 AUST P.O.
stationed at Labuan. With Hobart arrival
28t September. 5 days in wartime by
RAAF. An excellent service!

Rate 3d Australian for airmail postage and
3d for registration fee

AIR FORCE P.O. 234
5t September 1945

A registered airmail letter from Air
Force P.0O. 234 which was stationed
on Labuan Island from 12% June 1945
until 15t April 1946.

Franked 3d airmail rate and 3d
registration fee to Hobart Tasmania.

Back stamped in transit at Melbourne
10t September 45 and Registered
Hobart 11September 1945..

Passed by RAAF Censor 46




AUSTRALIAN ARMY POSTAL SERVICES

The Australian Army provided a postal service for liberated internees and other civilians until the Post Office could be re-established.

6" December 1945

» Letter from Jesselton using Australian
Unit Postal Station 447 of the 2/15 Field
Company.

Franked Australian 3d and delivered to
Manchester on 315t December 1945 where
the addressee was unknown.

Ex Watterson 2017

AUST UNIT POSTAL STN 447
27" November 1945
<«From Jesselton To Manchester
Franked 6d in Australian stamps but
AIR MAIL has been deleted officially
in blue crayon.

Civilian Use

Ex Watterson 2017




Undelivered Mail to Liberated P.O.W—Returned to Sender Part One

Three letter sheets to Philip Hansen. Undelivered and returned to sender for the reasons given in the cachets below:-

UNDELIVERED FOR REASON STATED s
0™ Oct 94
28" September 1945 RETURN TO SENDER bostmorked Wemt o -
Postmarked West Kensington &

IT IS REGRETTED THIS LETTER COULD
NOT BE FORWARDED IN TIME TO CONNECT
WITH THE SHIP OR AIRCRAFT ON WHICH
ADDRESSEE WAS REPATRIATED

29" September 1945
Postmarked Beeston, Nottinghamshire

Kathleen, Philip’s pre war girlfriend
used a 2'.d definitive adhesive,
rather than having the pre printed
air mail letter sheet.

Without the first cachet
From Philip’s brother Leslie




Undelivered Mail to Liberated P.O.W.—Returned to Sender Part Two

6th October 1945 8" October 1945
Postmarked, Nottingham

Postmarked, Carlton, Nottinghamshire

Two air mail letter sheets, both from
Kathleen Marriott, bearing the cachet:-

NO RECORD OF REPATRIATION OF ADDRESSEE

Both have the preprinted
1'%2d purple KGVI stamp.
This was the correct rate for
air mail letters to P.O.W.s at
the time, having replaced the
3d rate on March 27th 1944.

Telegram from Liverpool to
Leslie Hansen announcing
Philip’s safe return to England.

“"ARRIVED SAFELY, SEE YOU SOON"



CIVILIAN INTERNEE MAIL

Civilian internees and some prisoners of war were moved from Sandakan North Borneo to camps in Kuching. Mail into Kuching is scarce
but some survives addressed to Agnes Keith a well known author who was interned with her son George, who was born in 1940
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AUSTRALIAN MILITARY POSTAL SERVICES

Following liberation a postal service came into operation using Australian military facilities. On October 29" 1945 official authorisation was given to
sell Australian stamps to civilians to pay for air mail overseas.

An envelope from JESSELTON sent
through Australian Military Post Office in
LABUAN

This cover postmarked 25" October 1945
precedes the authorisation but the rate is
civilian being 23 cents ( 2 x 3d =16¢ +3¢
and 4c ) The letter was registered at APO

239 No 8059

It is back stamped AAPO 239 No 6 AUST
BASE P.O. D - 25 OC 45 and Leederville
30 OC 45.

Use of pre-war North Borneo stamps in
this period is otherwise unrecorded.

Ex Hubbard

Earliest commercial usage of BMA stamps seen.
Australian stamps were withdrawn from civilian use the same day. .

AUST ARMY P.O. 239
18%" December 1945

A registered airmail letter from AAPO
239 which was stationed on Labuan
Island from 18" June 1945 until 26t

June 1946.

Franked 3d airmail rate and 3d
registration fee to Croydon, Sydney
with an additional 2c North Borneo
stamp over printed BMA issued only

the day before 17" December 1945.

2c was about a halfpenny and rates of
6%d or 7d have been noted .

Back stamped in transit No 6 AUST

BASE P.O. latest date known 18 DE
45.and at GPO Sydney 22 DE 45.
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