


Japan’s Invasion Timetable  

 

After Pearl Harbour on the  

7
th

 December simultaneous 

invasions were made on  

the 8th December 1941. 

On  

The Philippines, Burma,  

Hong Kong, Thailand  

and Malaya.  

The invasion of Borneo, 

at Miri and Seria was  

begun on the night of   

December15th and was 

completed the next day. 

 





THE JAPANESE INVASION OF BORNEO 
 

The forces available to defend Sarawak and northern Borneo against a Japanese invasion 
were wholly inadequate.  Despite the vulnerability of the oil wells and refineries in the region, 
there were no maritime or air forces to protect these.     

After the fall of France in May 1941 and the signing of the Tripartite Agreement between 
Germany, Italy and Japan, the Japanese made quick work of occupying French Indo-China.   
This gave them a seaboard facing northern Borneo across the China Sea.  For Japan, Borneo 
was a strategic target.  Besides controlling the sea-routes between Sumatra, Malaya, and the 
Philippines, securing an assured supply of oil was fundamental to Japan’s ambition to 
become the major power in the Pacific.  Meanwhile having heard of the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbour, the Brooke Government quickly ordered the destruction of the Sarawak oil 
rigs and refinery at Lutong. 

On 13 December 1941, a Japanese invasion force sailed for Borneo from Cam Ranh Bay, in 
today’s Vietnam, escorted by the cruiser “Yura”.  The force comprised a flotilla of destroyers, 
naval landing units, and transport ships carrying an infantry brigade with engineer and 
medical support.  The convoy escaped detection and at dawn on 16 December two landing 
units secured Miri and Seria having encountered very little resistance followed by the capture 
of Lutong by a third force. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From their airbase at Singkawang in north-west Kalimantan, the Dutch air detachment 
carried out a series of sorties on 18 and 19 December against the landing force at Miri but 
with little success.  That was except for one Dornier flying boat which scored a direct hit on 
the Japanese destroyer “Shinonome”.  The ensuing explosion was so great that it caused the 
hull to rupture and the ship to sink within a few minutes.    

On 22 December, a convoy that had set sail from Miri for Kuching, was spotted by a Dutch 
air patrol. On receiving the report of this contact, the Dutch submarine HNLMS K XIV 
infiltrated the Japanese convoy and in the afternoon of 23 December sank two Army 
transports with the loss of many hundreds of troops and badly damaged a further two.   Then 
on the night of 23/24 December, the K XIV sank a Japanese destroyer, being the first Allied 
submarine in the Pacific to do so.  The next day the K XIV was lost with all hands to a 
torpedo attack from a Japanese submarine.  

Despite the loss of the transport ships and troops, the Japanese still outnumbered the 
defendants of Kuching and by nightfall of 23 December they had occupied the capital.  On 25 
December they captured the Kuching airfield.  Meanwhile a smaller force moved northward to 
occupy Brunei, Labuan and North Borneo.  With only an armed constabulary of 650 men, 
North Borneo quickly fell and on 19 January 1942 the Governor, Charles Robert Smith, 
surrendered the colony. 

 

 

 

 









Japan’s Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Enlarged scan of the reverse:  

The key at the bottom left of the map shows, in small boxes, the colours applied to each country, 

with Japan in dark red. The lettering for most of the countries is in red – which would seem to 

indicate that they were already in Japanese hands – though the colours of former ruling powers are 

retained. Australia’s Japanese name in red seems to be jumping the gun, but it might be assumed the 

map would have been prepared some time before March 1942, in anticipation of various territories 

falling into Japanese hands. 

 

The Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere was a concept promoted by Japan during World War II that aimed to create a bloc of Asian nations led by Jap an, and 

free from Western influence. This idea was presented as a mutual economic and cultural partnership among Asian countries, but it primarily served Japan's 

imperial ambitions and justified its military conquests across East and Southeast Asia. 

 

This Japanese card was sent by the Yasuda Trust Bank, in Osaka, 

encouraging the growth of savings with them to match the achievements 

of the Imperial Army. Postmarked 20
th
 March 1942. 

Translated version of the front 


