Philip Henry Hansen, also known as John, was born on 25" November 1920,
the son of German immigrants; Charles and Emily Hansen, who had settled in
Britain in the early part of the 20" century.

On 15% May 1941, Philip was conscripted into the Royal Army Ordinance
Corp, and sent to Nottingham for basic training. From Nottingham he joined
the 77 Heavy Anti-Aircraft Unit, a Welsh Regiment.

On 8" of December 1941, the regiment set sail for the Middle East. By the
time they reached Durban, South Africa, the ship was diverted to Singapore in
response to the rapid advance of the Japanese army. Once in Singapore, the
regiment was re-equipped (most of their equipment having been sent to the
Middle East. They were then directed to Batavia (Jakarta). Having spent 6
weeks in Java, with the only sight of the enemy being dive bombers, they
were ordered to surrender on 12" March 1942,

Philip Hansen was held in POW camps for the next 3% years. Firstly, on Java
in Tanjong Priok from 29" March 1942 until October 1942, In Changi, Singa-
pore, for a short time in October, and finally in Batu Lintang, Kuching from
October 1942 until September 1945.

Hansen’s Squad pictured prior to embarkation.
Within 4months all these men had either been
killed, or were prisoners of the Japanese

Philip Henry Hansen
Aka John

COMMUNICATION WITH PRISONERS
OF WAR AND CIVILIANS IN JAPAN
AND JAPANESE-OCCUPIED TERRITORIES,

and other Service personnel and Civilians believed to be in Japanese
hands.

Letters and postcards addressed as shown below may be sent post free to
Service personnel and Civilians known or believed to be in lapanese hands.
They should be posted in the ordinary way and should not be sent to the British
Red Cross Society to be forwarded. The name and address of the sender should be
shown on the back of the envelope : members of H.M. Foreces should, however,
give acivilian address to which replies should be sent. Only letters and postcards
may be posted, and parcels and other packets cannot be forwarded. In order
to avold delay in Japanese censorship, no one should write more than once a
week. Letters should be brief (i.e., pot exceeding two sides of an ordinary
sheet of notepaper). They should be clearly written and whenever possible,
should be typed. No enclosures are allowed. There is at present no air mail
service,

All letters and postcards must invariably bear the two phrases—
** Prisoner of War Post,
Service des prisonniers de guerre '’
in the top left-hand corner. g )
I.—If the internment camp address is known, address your letter this
way—
(1) Write in the top left-hand corner—
** Prisoner of War Post,
Service des prisonniers de guerre.”’
(2) Write personal particulars (see below).
(3) Write ** British Prisoner of War'" (or “‘ British Civilian Internee ")
and the Camp address. :
. The personal particulars to b3 furnished under (2) are :—
avy. \
(y.‘.‘ffil:ers. Rank, Initials, Name (in block letters).
Ratings. _ _Rating. Initials. Name (in.block letters)iOfficial No.

Army.

Officers. Rank, Initials, Name (in block letters).
Other Ranks. Army No., Rank, Initials, Name (in-block letters). |
Air Force.
Officers. Rank, Initials, Name (in block letters).
Airmen. Personal No., Rank, Initials, Name (in block letters).
Local Defence Forces.
. Initials and Name (in block letters).
_ Name of Unit.
Merchant Navy.
Initials and Name (in block letters), Rank.
Civilian Internees.
Initials and Name (in block letters).
Il.—If the internment camp address is not known, address your letter this
way—
(1) Write in the top left-hand corner—
“* Prisoner of War Post,
Service des prisonniers de guerre.”
(2) Write personal particulars (see below).
(3) Write ** British Prisoner of War ™ (or ** British Civilian ")
Clo Japanese Red Cross,
Tokyo.
The personal particulars to be furnished under (2) are :—
Navy.
E}ﬁi:ers. Rank, Initials, Name (in block letters), R.N. (or R.N.R. or
R.N.V.R.).
Name of Ship.
Ratings. Rating, Initials, Name (in block letters), Official No.
Name of Ship.
Examples.
Crndr., K. JONES, R.N.,

Stoker J. SMITH, 123456,
H.M.S. Exeter, H.M.S5. Exeter,

British Prisoner of War, British Prisoner of War,
Clo Japanese Red Cross, Cfo Japanese Red Cro.s, °
Tokyo. Tokyo.
[P.T.O.

Instructions for Communication with POWs

A leaflet given to relatives of prisoners of war in Japanese
hands.



Mail Outgoing Cards from Batu Lintang Part 1
1st January 1943 5th May 1943

Outgoing mail from the POW camps was
restricted to postcards supplied by the
Japanese authorities. These cards were
issued infrequently and each prisoner
received only 4 or 5 cards over the en-
tire 3 years for which they were
interned.

Most of the cards had preprinted
sentences to be completed by the

internee.
DAMAGED BY FIRE IN TRANSIT No criticism of the Japanese authorities
or the conditions in the camp was
The first consignment of 30,000 postcards from all parts of the permitted.
Far East was dispatched in July 1943. The plane carrying them ; The second issue of postcards on 5th May 1943’. was the
from Lisbon to Shannon crashed whilst landing in fog. It is likely that many cards were version with the black frame intact.
completed by the Japanese guards or
Approximately 5,000 cards were saved, many of them stamped by trusted prisoners, and the address Since this was written prior to the July consignment it is
DAMAGED BY FIRE IN TRANSIT, as in the example above. only completed by the sender. likely that this was also carried by the crashed plane, and
i . oo although recovered’ did not receive the Damaged by Fire
It had taken 7 months for the Japanese to forward this postcard. Several different issues or printings stamp.

have been identified of these postcards

The first of these cards. on thick brown
paper, was issued initially in a cut down
version (1/1/1943) and later with a
black border left intact (5/51943).

Both cards carry the British censor
mark.




Mail Outgoing Cards from Batu Lintang Part 2

The later issue of POW postcards were printed on thin buff card and printed with Japanese
They are designated Type 3 and Type 4 by Neville Waterson

Type 3
Issued 14/09/1943

The inscription top centre of the cards translates as
'PRISONER OF WAR MAIL’

The vertical box on the left reads ‘BORNEO CAMP” and the
3 Japanese characters in the small horizontal box are the
Japanese censor marks.
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Mail Incoming to Batu Lintang

The first real information received by relatives and friends of prisoners in the
Far East was from a leaflet published in October 1942, which stated that the
Japanese required that only a single sheet of paper should be sent, although
both sides could be written on.

In 1943, the mail was sent by surface mail, postage free, all post to be marked,
‘Prisoner of War Post’ 'Service des Prisonniers de Guerre’,

This letter and cover, from Philip's brother Leslie, dated 4 March 1943, com-
plies with this condition. The stampless cover is postmarked West Kensington
and bears a censor tape, 'opened by examiner 4536." There is also the Japa-
nese chop for Batu Lintang. It talks of the delight in receiving news of Philip
(John) after 14 months, but also the news of the death of his father.

It is not known when this letter reached Philip, but in an outgoing card from
September 1943, he stated that he had received no mail, 6 months after the
letter was written. It is likely that the letter was held by the Japanese until
the camp was liberated by the Allies.
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IMPORTANT : ror a prisoner IN GERMAN HANDS THE PRISONER OF WAR Ho. MUST
BE CLEARLY SHOWN. IT MUST NOT BE CONFUSED WITH HIS BRITISH

SERVICE No.

- -
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Mail Incoming to Batu Lintang

King George VI 2%:d blue Prisoner of War
airmail letter sheet, dated 9th April 1943
and postmarked Holloway, 10th April 1943,
The letter bears a British censor mark and
the Japanese chop for Batu Lintang.

The airmail letter sheet used was intended
for communication with Prisoners of War in
Germany, but had been passed for sending
to the Far East.

The letter had arrived at the camp, but its
condition, along with Private Hansen's out-
going card stating that he had not received
any mail by September 1943, suggests
that the letter had not been received until
after the camp was liberated.

In July 1943, further regulations were
added to the conditions, including:-

Only relatives and close friends should
write.

Members of any one family should only
write once a fortnight.

Letters to Army personnel captured before
the end of July could include in the details
of the Regiment or Corps and location
where last serving.

The sender should put their name and ad-
dress on the back of the card.

WRITE VERY CLEARLY ON THE LINES TO AVOID DELAY IN CENSORSHIP \
DATE G ohy ..y ...

DEAR PriLLrP.

. [ WENT, IO NEE
ALieF on HEWN BIRTHDAY wAS
PDELICHTED To HEAR THEY
HAD NEWS OF Yo, AFTER SVUGHA

LONG TIME . I HOPE YOU AR Ewei.
JoeANS RUSBANL WAS IN MALAYR
WHEN THEY HEARD OVE R AT EA!L
ALo. THES ALE LBONKRINE FoRWARD.
To HEAR G IEWS OF HIlt.

HoPie we SrA L SBOMAN SEE
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PLACE DoNE 'fp ABI17.AR7HOR
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Incoming Mail to Batu Lintang

Initially incoming mail was the responsibility of the Japanese Red Cross, but the Japanese Government blocked the activities of
the Red Cross. The Imperial Japanese Army Postal Service was made responsible for distributing mail to the camps, where it was
censored and passed on at the whim of the Camp Commander. Thus, the mail could be delayed for months or even never given
to the prisoners until the arrival of the Allied armies. These had all been sent well before the outgoing card of September 1943,

where Philip Hansen stated he had received no mail.

3 stampless covers sent to Philip Hansen in 1943. Opened by censor and resealed with tape. All 3 have the Japanese chop on
the back, reading '"BORNEQ CAMP' and the 3 characters meaning 'PASSED BY CENSOR' as on the cover from 17/8/1043, below:-

17th June 1943

P.C. 90

"OPENED BY

S1-107T1—G.W.I,

OPENED BY

EXAMINER 5536

(TS
10553447 Crafteman P .4 HANSE
iritiah Priscner of liar,
SORNED CAMP

13th July 1943

o

{riponer of War Eest,
\S'A.:rvic-, dee Priegnniers de Guerre.

I055%443 Pbe HANSSN., P@ H.

British FPrisonar of War,
KUCHING OAMP.
SARAWAK,

EXAMINER
7830

17th August 1943

pher of War Pgat

Loe des Prisenni

I055%443, Craftsmsn P.H.HANSENG
British Friscner of War,

BORNEQ CAMP,

Resealed with a more unusual tape with 2 small
crowns "OPENED BY EXAMINER' 7830 code PC90
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Incoming Postcards to Batu Lintang

In April 1943, the Red Cross issued new instruction had been received by the Japanese Authorities. This required that the letters and post-
cards should be limited to 25 words, either type written or in block capitals, in order to speed-up and simplify their censorship process. Mail
not complying with these conditions would not be delivered. In September 1943, the G.PO. attached an endorsement to their leaflet making

a similar statement.

The restriction to 25 words meant that it was more likely for a postcard to be sent rather than a letter. The postcards sent to Philip Hansen

all had a very similar message i.e: ‘We are all OK." 'Don’t worry”.

'Hope you are well."

‘Keep your chin up.” The restriction to 25 words was

not always closely adhered to. The Japanese chop was sometimes on the front, at other times on the back and at times missing.

9th September 1943

POST CARD
THE ADDRESS TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS 8ID
PRISONBRGf WAR FOST, -
SBRVICE des PRISONNIBRS de GUSRRE.

I055344%. Pte P.H.HANSEN.

British Priscner of Wer.
PASSED BORN S0 OMIP ;
PW. 2233

& rom L.9 HaNS&], 227, blythe Emgd. T

L London.d.14.,

g Englend.
Dewr Johnny .

Gled to hesr that, sll is well with F
yay, alice.Ted.iethlsen End qysell &are all 0.K
S5till kee inz the old plage going, We are all
waliine fer the dey, when you cem@® hoemeazain

and 1t won't be long now, so keen your chin snd

d¢ ngt woerry John,
41l the v@i
Crom
ln"'.

9th September 1943
Typical message

16th November 1943
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Incoming Air Mail Postcards to Batu Lintang

Attempting to reduce delays in transit the G.P.O. introduced an air mail postal stationery card, to which a 3d adhesive stamp had to be
affixed. On 27th March 1944, an air mail card with a printed impression of the current George VI stamp. The cards had an inscription
on the reverse instructing the sender to type or write in block letters a message of no more than 25 words. The front of the card also

had the words ‘Prisoner of War Post’ Service des Prisonniers de Guerre’, and vertical Japanese characters reading 'POW Mail’

Of the cards sent to Philip Hansen very few had the Japanese censor chop, the condition of the cards suggests the they were only

received on the approach of the allied army.

10th April 1944,
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The message on the card is typical of those on all cards.
The Japanese chop is a rarity on these later cards.
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DEAR T0HN. i
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NOT WORRY WArzine 70 g <':0M£
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The cancel missed the card leaving it undated.
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20 November 1944,

PRISONER OF WAR POST
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The last card in the effects of Philip
Hansen, suggesting that no cards
were delivered to the camp in 1945.



